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especially Frederick of Prussia, appealed to Joseph as
the Holy Roman Emperor to protect his rights. Charles
Theodore was then shocked to discover that Joseph,
instead of being his protector, was himself coveting
sections of Bavaria after the Elector's death.
On January i, 1778, Joseph sent a memorandum to
Kaunitz, saying that he had just heard of the Elector's
death, " As there is no time to study the situation
more closely," the Emperor wrote, " it is my idea that
we take possession of Lower Bavaria at once, I advise
you to say nothing of all this to Her Majesty, as this
would spoil her pleasure in the New Year's festivities/'
Obviously Joseph was fully aware of his mother's
growing aversion to international intrigue, of her constant
fear that somehow or other her country might be plunged
into another war, To avoid an unpleasant scene with
her, and to get his own way, Joseph had decided to
take matters into his own hands and without con-
sulting her.
The Emperor had, however, underestimated his
mother's shrewdness. Though it was difficult for her
to make decisions, her mind was as alert as ever. She
knew that the Elector's death would stimulate Joseph
to some action, and she very soon found out what were
his intentions.
" Even if our claims to Bavaria were really justified/'
she wrote severely to her son, " we should hesitate to
start an international conflagration. * . . I would not
object to asserting our claims in a peaceful manner,
and with decency, but I refuse to take up aims, . . ."
In her long conversations with Joseph, in which with
the help ol accurate statistics she pointed out to Mm
the relative weakness of the Austrian armies, it became
apparent that she was no longer able to bold her

